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Lesson Plan
Grade Level: 2nd grade
Subject(s) Area: Reading/Language Arts
Materials Needed: 
· Books of the same story from various cultures (ex. Cinderella)
· An American Cinderella story
· The Korean Cinderella by Shirley Climo
· The Egyptian Cinderella by Shirley Climo
· The Rough-Face Girl by Rafe Martin
· Sootface: An Ojibwa Cinderella Story retold by Robert D. San Souci
· Princess Furball by Charlotte Huck
· Many more options available from other cultures
· Another fairy tale or story can be chosen instead
· White poster board for each group

· Markers, crayons, writing tools for the posters

· Sticks, etc. for grouping students
Standards:
· RL.9.2 Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story (ex. Cinderella) by different authors or different cultures.
· SL.2.2 Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through media.
· Sl.1.2 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
Following lesson and corresponding assessment (presenting group posters):

· SL.4.2 Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences.
Objectives:
· Students will be able to compare similar stories from different cultures.
· Students will be able to contrast the differences between two stories told in different cultures.
· Students will develop an idea of how cultural values and customs differ from one place to another.
Learning Activities:
· Diagnostic Assessment: Ask questions to introduce topic and stimulate previous knowledge.
· What are some fairy tales you know or have read?

· What is a culture?

· What kinds of things do you think are different in each culture?

· Do you think that a story would be told differently in different parts of the world?
· Read aloud a fairy tale story of Cinderella from our culture.
· What parts of this story do you think would be different in other cultures?
· Tell the class what they are expected to be able to do.
· Find similarities and differences in similar stories from different cultures.
· Introduce the various stories that will be used in the activity.
· Place the students in groups of three using random grouping (popsicle sticks, etc.).
· Be aware of student grouping and modify it beforehand if needed.
· Students will move to a pod of desks to work as a group.
· Have the groups assign one student as the reader, one as the writer, and one as the artist.
· Each student will have his/her own role in the group, but all students can assist one another with each job.
· Explain the activity to the class
· Students will either make:
· A T-chart of their specific story with the similarities (to the American Cinderella read aloud) on the left side and the differences on the right side.
· A Venn diagram showing the facts of each with story in one circle with the similarities in the overlapping middle circle.
· Students will decorate the poster in a way that reflects the culture that their story takes place in.
· The groups will also draw a picture of the main character (“Cinderella”) from their story on the poster.
· Pass out the white posters to each group of students.
· Assign and give a different book to each group.
· Formative Assessment: Observe the groups, how they work together, and how effectively they are using their time. Use a rubric to record the results of each group of students.
· Allow the students approximately 45 minutes for this activity.
· 10 minutes: Reading the story
· 15-20 minutes: Analyzing and writing down similarities and differences in the story.
· 15 minutes: Decorating the poster and drawing the main character
· Formative Assessment: Walk around to each small group and check if they understand their story and what they need to be doing. If a group does not understand what they are supposed to be doing with their poster, go through the directions with them a second time. 
· Explain that the students will be presenting their posters when they are finished and that they will hear the rest of the cultural stories.
· When students are finishing up:
· Formative Assessment: Have each group rotate back to the teacher’s table to make sure they have covered all of the important information from the stories on their poster. This will guarantee that each student understands the information thoroughly.
· Make sure that the groups decide who is going to present each section of their poster. All students must speak and present a portion of it.
· Ask students to clean up and put materials away in a timely manner.
· Summative Assessment: This lesson will be followed by a lesson in which students will present their posters. The teacher will read aloud each book and the corresponding group will formally present their posters including the similarities and differences that they have found between the two stories/cultures (listening and speaking standards). The students will be assessed on their poster presentations both individually and as a group using the attached rubric. 
Assessment:
· The formal assessments include one diagnostic, three formative, and one summative. 
· Students will talk in literature circles about the story they are reading.
· Teacher will watch how students work together and if they are splitting jobs amongst their group fairly.
· Performance-Based Assessment: Students will present their posters in groups to the class in a following lesson.
Reflection:

· What did I do well during this lesson?

· What aspects of the lesson worked the best?
· If I were to teach this lesson again, what would I need to change?

Comparing Cultures Poster and Presentation Rubric
Group: ___________________


 Student Name: ____________________
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	2
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	Content
	The poster has at least 3 facts from each culture and 3 differences between the two cultures.
	The poster has 2 facts from each culture and at least 2 differences.
	The poster has 2 facts from each culture.
	The poster has 1 fact from each culture.

	Organization
	Poster is clearly organized, and easy to understand. 
	Most of the information is clearly organized and easy to understand. 
	Some of the information is organized. Poster is hard to understand.
	The information is not clear, organized, or understandable.

	Cultural

Relativity
	Poster accurately portrays the selected culture.
	A majority of the poster portrays the selected culture.
	The poster somewhat portrays the selected culture.
	The poster does not accurately portray the selected culture.

	Teamwork
	Team members worked well together. 
	Team member worked well with the group but didn’t put forth enough effort.
	Team member had trouble cooperating and fulfilling his/her role in the group. 
	Team member did not fulfill his/her role in the group.

	Presentation
	Student took part in the presentation. He/she used appropriate volume, fluency, and inflection while presenting.
	Student took part in the presentation, but voice was a little hard to hear.
Fluency and inflection are slightly present.
	Student took part in the presentation, but was difficult to hear and understand. Fluency and inflection are not present.
	Student did not participate in the group presentation.


